CITY OF NORTHFIELD COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 19, 2016

At 7:15pm, this meeting was called to order by Mary Canesi, Municipal Clerk.  It was advertised in the Press of Atlantic City in accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 231.

FLAG SALUTE

The flag salute was led by Mayor Chau, followed by a moment of silence.
ROLL CALL 

Present: 
Dewees, Lischin, Murray, O’Neill, Perri, Piergiovanni, Travagline 

Mayor Chau, Solicitor Kris Facenda, Engineer Dan Kwapinski and Acting Chief Newman were also in attendance.

Council President Travagline announced an award for Bob Coffey and introduced Mayor Chau.

Mayor Chau stated he was proud to honor Bob Coffey, he had worked with him for decades, in the same department, but Mr. Coffey is being recognized as a dedicated football coach, and track coach, for 30 years and positively affected the residents of Linwood, Northfield and Somers Point and positively affected the lives of so many young men and women, who today will ultimately become future leaders in our communities.  He asked Coach Coffey to come forward with his wife, Donna.  Mayor Chau read the following Proclamation:
WHEREAS, it is one of the responsibilities of the Mayor of the City Northfield to give recognition to individuals for their hard work, dedication, and achievement; and

WHEREAS, Robert Coffey dedicated 30 years to the youth of Mainland Regional High School as Head Football Coach; and

WHEREAS, Head Varsity Coach, Robert Coffey had a career record of 187 wins, 116 losses and 2 ties; and

WHERAS, Coach Coffey brought home 5 State Championships and 9 Conference Championships to Mainland Regional High School; and

WHEREAS, Robert Coffey has given generously of his time and effort for many years and has been marked by exemplary dedication to the best interest of our community and school; and

NOW THEREFORE, I, Erland V.L. Chau, Mayor of the City of Northfield, County of Atlantic, New Jersey, do hereby recognize for his many years of service and dedication to the Mainland community.

READING AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Perri, seconded by Councilman O’Neill to dispense with the reading of the minutes January 5, 2016.  They have been posted, distributed to Council, and are on file in the Municipal Clerk’s Office.

Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –yes; Mr. Perri –yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline –yes   Motion carries.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Perri - Sewer Inter Local, Planning Board, Senior Citizens

Councilman Perri advised that he had ongoing discussions with the sewer committee regarding the Gurwicz property regarding sewer flows.  They are also looking at water volume for residential and commercial properties.  The Planning Board approved the Bunting application at the last meeting; there will be a seniors meeting next week at the library by RSVP to Councilman Perri.
Council President Travagline asked if we are sealing the manhole covers or just looking into to sealing them.
Councilman Perri stated that we are sealing them.

Councilman O’Neill - Court/Violations, FAN, Library, Shared Services

Councilman O’Neill had nothing to report.

Councilman Piergiovanni – Insurance and Safety, Chamber of Commerce, Municipal Alliance, Northfield School

Councilman Piergiovanni stated that the Northfield Community School Board Of Education had their reorganization meeting on January 4th; Steve Wynne is the board President and Deborah Levitt is the Vice President.  The Superintendent search continues; the school has been getting a lot of attention in the area and is well deserved.  Middle School Principal Glen Robbins had been recognized for achievement by his peers.  The school has been visited by many outside entities looking at the technology they are using.  There was also a recent article in the Press of Atlantic City.  He noted that the Engineering Club went to a competition at Rutgers and won an award for the STEM program.  Councilman Piergiovanni noted that the Mainland Education Foundation has been asking local businesses to donate money to the Mainland after prom, asked all to spread the word.  In regards to insurance and safety, Councilman Piergiovanni would like to invite vendors to come to the City to see if any special discounts are available to employees; he will explore and continue to report.
Councilman Dewees - Buildings/Grounds, Athletic Fields, Bike Path, Veterans’ Park, 1st Street Playground, Birch Grove, Public Works, Roads, Engineering, Little League/Babe Ruth, Sign Sub Committee

Councilman Dewees stated that he received 2 quotes for site grading work at the Veterans Park and is waiting for the 3rd.  He is also waiting for a 3rd quote for the jogging track on bike path.  Public Works has installed speed limit signs, slow children at play signs, and replaced 2 stop signs in the area reported by a resident of Lake Avenue at the last meeting.  The order for the street sign for Lake Avenue had been previously placed and we are awaiting delivery.
Councilman Murray - Finance/Collections, Mainland Regional, Economic Development, Traffic Safety

Councilman Murray stated that he will get the preliminary budget from CFO Stollenwerk and forward the information to all of Council in anticipation of the upcoming budget meetings.  The Mainland Regional High Schools Board of Education meeting was not held last night due to the Holiday and was held tonight instead.  Going forward Councilman Murray will attend the Monday meetings of the board.
Councilman Lischin – Fire Department/EMS, Inspections, Code Enforcement, Housing/Zoning, Technology/MRHS Channel 2, Cultural Committee, Green Team, Sign Sub Committee

Councilman Lischin met with the Volunteer Fire officers at their meeting last night.  They stated that there are a dedicated group of 28 volunteers, and put out their own time and money in protecting the City.  He stated that it is not an easy thing and they are very passionate about their role.  Councilman Lischin said there were some issues of miscommunication on the career end, and there was a meeting with former chair Councilman Perri to discuss; no solutions yet but many ideas.
Council President Travagline stated he had only been here for 3 years but has been involved with the Police Department for many years, has a full spread sheet on scheduling that he can send to Councilman Lischin.  He believed that we need some sort of scheduling system; we are not picking on them but there has to be a more efficient means of scheduling.

Councilman Lischin stated he had a very productive conference call, regarding scheduling, with a new vendor and the Assistant Chief.  The fee is $540 a year for up to 20 employees.  The Firefighters are scheduled to work 42 hours a week, so some overtime is budgeted.

Councilman O’Neill questioned the recent overtime.
Councilman Lischin stated that some was due to a vacation, some miscommunication, and some that were approved that should not have been.  The situation has been addressed.

Councilman Lischin announced he has meeting with the Fire Shop Steward this week to get his input.
Councilman Lischin stated EMS is ongoing and asked when the EMS RFP’s were due.
Clerk Canesi stated they are due February 2nd.
Councilman Lischin read the Fire Department report for December; he explained the Lifeline Program, the Battery Replacement Program, said that holiday food baskets were provided to five families in conjunction with a local church, Santa visited local families by appointment.  Chief Cummings and Deputy Chief Goodman both received a new certification from the State.

Councilman Lischin also met with the Housing and Zoning and Construction Departments last week.  There was a lot of activity this year due to a few big development projects as well as numerous solar installations.  He explained the Community Champions Program and how it will allow us to more quickly address code enforcement violations.  He will report further on time clocks, the vendor demonstration from earlier today included a time clock program.  Councilman Lischin will meet with Chuck Smith on Friday to discuss the Mainland Channel.  They have a team of students who, with the approval of Birch Grove Park Council Chair Dewees, would like to go through the trails with a drone and Go-Pro camera and put them on a YouTube Channel.

Councilman Dewees asked Clerk Canesi if there were any special requirements.
Clerk Canesi stated this is the first she was hearing of it, will need a hold harmless since these are minors along with a certificate of insurance from the school in case someone gets hurt.  There may possibly more, dependent upon what else is included in the plan.
Councilman Dewees asked Councilman Lischin to ensure all is in place before proceeding.
Councilman Lischin referred to the Green Team and a Sustainable Jersey seminar, participating in these programs can even provide staff for us to come down and do certain things in the town, so it's a good thing.

Councilman Lischin read the Inspections Department report and Housing/Zoning reports for December.  He then referred to a request from the Fire Department to use the old zoning car for training at the Fire Department.
Councilman Dewees asked if the car was part of the approved auction list.
Clerk Canesi stated if it was, the Resolution can be amended.  The key to selling items at auction is that they are no longer needed for public use; the use Councilman Lischin is referring to is a public use.

Council President Travagline conducted a straw poll vote for using the car for training at the fire company; all were in favor.
MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Chau stated he had not yet heard from the County regarding his request for use of the vehicle wash station and signs at Veterans Park.  Two officers have returned to work on light duty from Worker’s Compensation injuries and one officer out on an off duty medical issue.  As per Vince Jones only 4 municipalities have responded to the County's request for budget and staffing information for the new dispatch center; some towns have passed Resolutions in opposition.  Good Shepherd Church will be holding services on January 31st at 10:30am to thank first responders, all are invited to attend.  Judge Rosenberger sent letter thanking Council for their support and indicated interest in being reappointed when it's is Northfield's turn again to appoint the judge.  The Mayor reached out to Assemblyman Brown inquiring about available military equipment that can be displayed at the Veteran’s Park, he returned a letter with an application that will be forwarded to the park committee this week.  Mayor Chau noted significant increases in violations of various types by the Police Department.  He received a letter from Egg Harbor Township’s administrator indicating that since they did not hear back from us that they will require six weeks’ notice to take us on for EMS service.
A grievance was received by the Mayor about salary from the Tax Office which has been denied and is going to Step 2, also a grievance out of Fire that will be resolved. The City video tour is up and running on the website, encouraged everyone to take a look at it.  A Planning Board application by Bunting Pharmacy was approved, Atlantic City Country Club has applied for a sign variance, and the flag at City Hall was at half-staff today due to the passing of long time firefighter Charles “Buddy” Meaghan and former Councilman Hickey.  The Library was informed that the City is not interested in solar panels but if they want to pay for it themselves, they are welcome to pursue.  Mainland Regional High School is continuing their search for a new superintendent, the board was very happy with the candidates and one was unanimously approved.
Council President Travagline noted the solar presentation made to Council in recent weeks and the substantial size of the library parking lot; he suggested that be explored as an option.
Mayor Chau will invite Eco-Gen to a Library Board meeting and they can see if they wish to pursue.
Mayor Chau reported that as of December of last year there are 7500 homes in foreclosure in Atlantic County and 249 in Northfield.
Councilman O’Neill asked if the Police Department has a handle on the whole heroin issue and the heroin houses.
Mayor Chau stated he could not give specifics, but notes statistics with regard to drug arrests increasing year over year.
Councilman Dewees asked Mayor Chau if he received a response from the County about the truck wash or Veteran's Park.
Mayor Chau stated he did not get a response yet.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Engineer Kwapinski reviewed the Engineer’s report.  He noted that the streets scheduled for high pressure gas main work by South Jersey Gas are listed in the report.  He referred to the 2015 paving project and numerous past conversations about the Oxford Circle area and possible improvements to be included in future paving projects.  He distributed a map which showed various recommended changes.

Councilman Dewees and Mayor Chau expressed concerns about encouraging traffic to go down an alley.
Council President Travagline agreed with Mayor Chau and Councilman Dewees and asked that Engineer Kwapinski get other options from the Police Department.
Council President Travagline and Councilman Dewees encouraged keeping Amherst a two way street, and not encouraging traffic towards the alley.
PUBLIC SESSION

Council President Travagline opened the meeting to the public and asked if anyone wished to speak on any subject.
Seeing no one wishing to speak Council President Travagline closed the public session.

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Travagline stated that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature, and having been reviewed by Council, will be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any Council Member and if so removed, will be treated as a separate matter. Any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of Funds.  
Councilman Piergiovanni motioned, Councilman Dewees seconded for Resolutions 40-2016 through 52-2016 to be voted on by consent agenda.

40-2016
Authorizing Award of Professional Services Contract for Continuing Disclosure Agent Services and Independent Registered Municipal Advisor of Record
41-2016
To Approve an Application for Use of Facilities Mainland Lacrosse
42-2016
Acknowledging Retirement of Frank Weisgerber, Senior Mechanic
43-2016
End of Seasonal Employment for Birch Grove Park Employee
44-2016
Recognizing Family Association of Northfield Basketball Coaches for 2016 Season
45-2016
Final Work Change Order No. 1 2014 Road Paving Project
46-2016
Authorizing Release of a Performance Guarantee and Remaining Inspection Escrow Funds, and the Posting of a 2-Year Maintenance Guarantee for Block 71, Lots 1-3, and 26-28
47-2016
To Approve an Application for Use of Facilities - Jersey Shore Baseball (Rosenfeld)
48-2016
To Approve an Application for Use of Facilities – Jersey Shore Baseball (Bunting)
49-2016
To Approve an Application for Use of Facilities - Atlantic County Baseball League 
50-2016
A Resolution of the City of Northfield Authorizing a Shared Services Agreement with the Atlantic County Improvement Authority for Participation in a County-Wide Registration Program for Abandoned Properties
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to vote by consent agenda.
Councilman Piergiovanni motioned, Councilman Dewees seconded for the adoption of Resolutions 40-2016 to 52-2016 by consent agenda.

Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to adopt by consent agenda.

ORINANCES
Councilman Murray motioned, Councilman Lischin seconded to introduce Ordinance 1-2016.
1-2016

An Ordinance Providing for and Establishing Salary Ranges of Officers and Employees of the City of Northfield and Repealing all Ordinances Heretofore Adopted, the Provisions of Which are Inconsistent Herewith

Introduction/No Public Input/Published in the Press of Atlantic City 1/23/2016



2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption 2/9/2016

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance, and stated that this is the introduction, and there will be no public input.  The public hearing date, and requisite publication dates were announced. The full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies will be available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to introduce Ordinance 1-2016
Councilman Perri motioned, Councilman O’Neill seconded to introduce Ordinance 2-2016.

2-2016

An Ordinance Requiring the Registration and Maintenance of Certain Real Property by Mortgagees; Providing for Penalties and Enforcement, as well as the Regulation, Limitation and Reduction of Abandoned Real Property within the Municipality; Providing for Severability, Repealer, Codification, and an Effective Date

Introduction/No Public Input/Published in the Press of Atlantic City 1/23/2016

2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption 2/9/2016

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance, and stated that this is the introduction, and there will be no public input.  The public hearing date, and requisite publication dates were announced. The full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies will be available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Councilman Lischin asked if the ten day notice requirement would still be in force, he referred to section 8.

Solicitor Facenda felt this worked in conjunction with our existing Ordinances, so yes.
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to introduce Ordinance 2-2016
Councilman Dewees motioned, Councilman Piergiovanni seconded to introduce Ordinance 3-2016.

3-2016

Amending Chapter 268 of the City of Northfield Municipal Code, Entitled Property Maintenance

Introduction/No Public Input/Published in the Press of Atlantic City 1/23/2016



2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption 2/9/2016

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance, and stated that this is the introduction, and there will be no public input.  The public hearing date, and requisite publication dates were announced. The full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies will be available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to introduce Ordinance 3-2016
Councilman Dewees motioned, Councilman Piergiovanni seconded to introduce Ordinance 4-2016.

4-2016

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 220 of the City of Northfield Municipal Code Governing Licensed Occupations

Introduction/No Public Input/Published in the Press of Atlantic City 1/23/2016



2nd Reading/Public Hearing/Final Adoption 2/9/2016

The Municipal Clerk read the Ordinance, and stated that this is the introduction, and there will be no public input.  The public hearing date, and requisite publication dates were announced. The full Ordinance has been posted in the lobby of City Hall and on the City website, and copies will be available at no cost in the office of the Municipal Clerk between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday to any member of the public who requests same.
Roll call:  Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill - yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes Motion carries to introduce Ordinance 4-2016
PAYMENT OF BILLS   $2,017,855.80

Councilman Lischin motioned, Councilman Murray seconded, for payment of bills.
Roll call:   Mr. Dewees –yes; Mr. Lischin –yes; Mr. Murray –yes; Mr. O’Neill –yes; Mr. Perri – yes; Mr. Piergiovanni –yes; Mr. Travagline – yes   Motion carries.

Council President Travagline read the meeting notices including the budget meeting set for February 4th.
At 8:27pm, on motions properly made and seconded, this meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Canesi, RMC, Municipal Clerk
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